Editorial

Developing Assessment
Harvard University’s recent revelation
that it was investigating a case of widespread
cheating may have confirmed many people’s
suspicions but
it must be seen
within the wider
context of the
increased
emphasis on
testing and the
consequence
of results.
Increased
competition for
admission into
universities and
graduate
schools has made students more willing to
do whatever it takes to get the grades they
need. This is not only true of American students. International students desperate to fulfill their parents’ dream of attending a prestigious U.S. university are prepared to risk
years of hard work and set themselves up for
a miserable college career by fraudulently
“passing” English proficiency exams (see
College Assessment p.19). Great strides are
being made to combat test fraud but we also
need to examine why students cheat.
And, it’s not only in higher education that
exam results are vital to success. As high
stakes testing has spread throughout our
schools, grades, rather than education, have
become the major focus of not only students
but educators and administrators also, leading to widespread manipulation of results
which has undermined school districts
across the nation.
Maybe we shouldn’t be surprised that
kids cheat when they are see the example of
athletes, politicians, and bankers who will
stop at nothing to win. What we really need
to do is create an environment in which we
emphasize the formative side of assessment
and students are empowered to use their
results to help them succeed in their overall
objective of education.
Of course, we need tests. It is essential
for us to measure progress and teaching efficacy. And relatively frequent assessments
certainly help to motivate some students.
But, we must beware of placing so much
emphasis on tests that nothing else matters.
Aside from cheating and fraud, the conse-
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quences of making testing stakes too high
include the temptation or requirement to
“teach to the test,” and exacerbating the
problem of students who freeze. Some students are prone to panic and self-doubt.
Expectations make them so worried about
failure that they are unable to organize their
thoughts under the pressure of a high stakes
testing.
Other people do well on tests and those
people, thanks to the reliance our society
places on exam results, are often involved in
the decisions to place even more emphasis
on such results. But, we also need to recognize that some students do not react well to
traditional testing environments and develop
assessments that take this into account.
Fortunately, assessment companies are constantly researching and developing models
and methodologies to improve their capacity.
It is up to policymakers to recognize that in
the same way students have different learning styles, they need different testing styles.
And, some alternative testing styles may be
more suited to modern society.

“Expectations
make them so
worried about
failure that they
are unable to
organize their
thoughts.

”

Many of the accused cheaters at Harvard
merely worked with fellow students and their
instructors to try to understand difficult questions. They worked with their peers to come
up with a solution — an extremely valuable
skill in the workplace. We need to widen our
narrow measurement criteria to take into
account different working practices and the
diversity of people that take tests.

Daniel Ward, Editor
http://www.languagemagazine.com

Language Magazine Sept 2012 Vol 12, No 1
Publishing Editor
Creative Director
Assistant Editors
Webmaster
Book Reviews
Last Writes
Contributors

Photographers

Daniel Ward
Gregory van Zuyen
Kristal Bivona
Kate Sommers-Dawes
Claudio Valenzuela
Karen Russikoff
Richard Lederer
Adelina Alegria
Tim Conrad
Lisa Hagan
Diane Glass
Margo Gottlieb
Candace Kelly-Hodge
Athina Kontos
Janette TheakstonThomas
Galyna Andruschka
Greg Epperson
Andre Kurenbach
Tracy Lorna
Marilyn Nieves
Greg Panosian
Rich Seymour
Matty Symons

Marketing

Emma Sutton
Kirstin Weller

National Offices

131 S. Topanga Cyn Bl
Topanga CA 90290
(310) 455-7193
(310) 455-8993

Telephone
Fax

Editorial
editor@languagemagazine.com
Advertising
info@languagemagazine.com
Subscriptions
subscriptions@languagemagazine.com

Distributors

Retail

310-455-7193
Delta Systems, Inc.
1400 Miller Parkway
McHenry, IL 60050
1-800-323-8270
Ingram Periodicals, Inc.
1-800-627-MAGS

Language Magazine (ISSN 1537-7350) is an editorially independent publication of Language Magazine, LLC.
Opinions expressed by contributors and/or advertisers
in Language Magazine do not necessarily reflect the
views of the Publishers nor the Distributor.
© 2012 Language Magazine, LLC.

Language Magazine (ISSN 1537-7350) is published monthly for $28.95 per year (US/Canada) and
$59.95 (Overseas) by Language Magazine LLC, 131
S. Topanga Cyn Blvd, Topanga, CA 90290.

