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U.S. Study Abroad Continues to Rise
U.S. students are studying abroad in record numbers,
according to survey data released last month by the Institute of
International Education. The number of Americans receiving academic
credit for study abroad increased by eight percent to a total of 241,791 in
the 2006/07 academic year, according to the Open Doors report, published annually by the Institute of International Education with funding
from the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs. This latest increase marks a decade of unprecedented growth in
the number of American students receiving academic credit for their overseas studies, with an increase of close to 150 percent, from under
100,000 in 1996/97 to nearly a quarter of a million in 2006/07. Although
figures are not available for the number of Americans who studied abroad
without receiving academic credit, similar growth can be expected.
Open Doors 2008 finds that American students are more frequently
choosing non-traditional study abroad destinations. The number of U.S.
students studying in China, Argentina, South Africa, Ecuador, and India
each increased by more than 20 percent over the previous year. This
increase is fueled in part by an increase in new program opportunities,
partnerships between higher education institutions in the U.S. and
abroad, and a range of fields and program durations to accommodate
the needs of an increasingly diverse study abroad population.
Short-term programs serve the largest number of Americans studying abroad, including community college students and others whose
financial or academic needs preclude a longer stay. A third of students
studying abroad do so through semester-long programs, while more
than half of U.S. students choose short-term programs (including summer, January term, and any program of two to eight weeks during the
academic year). Mid-length programs (one semester, one quarter, or
two quarters), which allow for deeper immersion into host cultures and
increased opportunity for language acquisition, attract over 40 percent
of all study abroad students. Less than 5 percent of study abroad students spend a full academic or calendar year abroad.
“I am immensely gratified to report that we are sending record num-
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bers of American students abroad this
year,” commented Assistant Secretary of
State for Educational and Cultural
Affairs, Goli Ameri. “U.S. students recognize that our world is increasingly
interdependent, and we at the U.S.
Department of State are committed to
providing many of them substantive international experiences that increase mutual
understanding and provide them with direct
knowledge and career relevant skills. Our Fulbright and
Gilman program numbers are at all time highs, and hundreds of
American students receive National Security Language Initiative scholarships. This year’s Open Doors data also reflects the strong and expanding interest of American students for academic exchange in non-traditional locations. The State Department, in addition to expanding opportunities in more non-traditional locations, has enacted proactive policies
to enhance the diversity of U.S. students abroad. We have ensured our
outreach campaigns target the full array of talented potential participants from community colleges and minority serving institutions to public and private universities and colleges.”
Allan E. Goodman, president and CEO of the Institute of
International Education, noted that the experiences afforded through
study abroad provide American students with the skills needed to live in
today’s world. “International experience needs to be a component of
every student’s education, equipping them for 21st century careers and
for global citizenship,” said Dr. Goodman. “The Institute of International
Education is working with campuses and sponsors to ensure that this
experience is increasingly available to all students, including those who
previously would not have had the means or the opportunity to go
abroad. We appreciate, too, the many faculty members and campus
administrators playing key roles in emphasizing study abroad as an
institution-wide priority.”

http://www.languagemagazine.com

December 2008

Study Abroad

The Port in Malaga, Spain

Language Magazine reports on the increasing numbers of study abroad participants
New York University remained the leading sending institution, reporting
The increase in study abroad numbers reported in Open Doors 2008
that it gave academic credit for study abroad to 3,034 of its students, folis paralleled by an increase in the range of study abroad destinations:
lowed by Michigan State University (2,801), University of Texas — Austin
students electing to study for academic credit in Asia increased by 20
(2,172), University of Minnesota — Twin Cities (2,079), University of
percent, those going to Africa increased by 19 percent, and those going
Georgia (2,060), University of Michigan — Ann Arbor (2,055), University of
to Latin America and the Middle East each increased by seven percent.
Illinois — Urbana-Champaign (2,052), University of Florida (2,051),
Europe continued to host the largest share of U.S. students receivUniversity of Washington (1,970), and University of Wisconsin — Madison
ing academic credit (57 percent), while Latin America had 15 percent,
(1,846). Open Doors 2008 reports that 40 U.S. campuses, primarily large
Asia 10 percent, Oceania (Australia, New Zealand, and South Pacific
research institutions, awarded
Islands) six percent, and Africa four percent. While the
academic credit for study abroad
number of American students studying in the Middle
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